
 

“The Politics of Emotion: 

Affect, Identity and Power” 
International Conference 

 

21-22 March 2026 

Birkbeck, University of London / Online 
 

organised by 

London Centre for Interdisciplinary Research 
 

Programme 

 

Saturday, 21 March 

(In-person Sessions, Birkbeck) 

 

9:30-10:45 Session 1: 

Chair: Gianluca Sardi 

 

Claudia Stein, University of Warwick (UK) 

What is History in the History of Emotions? An Archaeological Investigation  

 

Derya Özkaya, University of Graz (Austria) 

Feeling Together and/or Falling Apart: Politics of Affect during Turkey's Popular 

Uprisings of 2013 

 

V.K. Sridhar, Rahul Kumar Singh, Motilal Nehru College, University of 

Delhi (India) 

Political Emotion and the Construction of Constitutional Narratives in Contemporary 

India 
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10:45-11:15 Tea / Coffee 

 

 

11:15-12:30 Session 2: 

Chair: V.K. Sridhar 

 

Heewon Kim, Aston University (UK) 

Governing through Emotion: Affective Legitimacy, Discrimination, and the Politics of 

Crisis in India 

 

Gianluca Sardi, LCIR (UK) / University of Teramo (Italy) 

The Role of Emotional States in Article 90 of the Italian Criminal Code 

 

Marta Jacinto dos Santos, University of Coimbra (Portugal) 

Vulnerability, Compassion, and Politics: The Power of Compassion as Justice 

 

 

12:30-13:15 Lunch 

 

 

13:15-14:45 Session 3: 

Chair: Claudia Stein 

 

Miwako Hosoda, Seisa University (Japan) 

Empathy, Emotional Circulation, and Compassion Fatigue in Peer Support among 

People Living with Illness and Disability 

 

Paulo Jorge Nogueira Ramos, University of Coimbra (Portugal) 

Digital Swarms in News on the Digital Sphere: Emotional and Sociocognitive 

Dynamics in Social Media Comment Sections 

 

Aria Spinelli, University of Amsterdam (Netherlands) 

Art, Bodies and Territories: Revisiting Cuerpo Territorio Methodologies Through the 

Perspective of Emotions 

 

Sreekanth Kopuri, Sri Vasavi Institute of Engineering & Technology 

(India) 

Emotions of Cleft Faith & the Question of Belonging in Jayanta Mahapatra's Poetry 
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Sunday, 22 March 

(Online Sessions, Zoom) 

 

8:30-9:45 Session 4: 

Chair: Zuzanna Zarebska 

 

Siall Waterbright, Australian National University (Australia) 

A Comic Look at the Affect and Aesthetics of Child Removal, or How Child Charities 

Made Child Removal Sensible, in Twelve Panels 

 

Rapunzel Ordoño Tomacder, Reitaku University (Japan) 

The Politics of Care: Emotional Labor of Foreign English Teachers in Japan 

 

Mai Phuc Thinh, Monash University (Vietnam) 

Pre-Mobility as an Affective Regime: The Politics of Emotion in International Doctoral 

Aspirations 

 

 

10:00-11:15 Session 5: 

Chair: Nadine Abdalla 

 

Giulia Baquè, Tsuda University (Japan) 

Worlds in Ruins: Ecological Crises, Resistance and Affect in Three Japanese 

Contemporary Novels 

 

Tarini Tilve, University of Glasgow (UK) 

Between Faith and Illusion: Numbness as an Affective Response to the Violence of the 

Domestic Sphere in Dionne Brand’s At the Full and Change of the Moon and Manju 

Kapoor’s A Married Woman 

 

Zuzanna Zarebska, University of Lisbon / Polytechnic School of Setubal 

(Portugal) 

A Clutch of Instincts or a Kind of Art?’ Affects, Emotions and Caring for Others in 

Charlotte Wood’s Short-Story “Nanoparticles 

 

 

11:45-13:15 Session 6: 

Chair: Tarini Tilve 

 

Felix Carr, University of Glasgow (UK) 

The Currency of Ressentiment: Affective-Economic Figuration in the Works of 

Christina Stead and Richard Wright 
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Ivana V. Ferrari-Halliday, University of Salamanca (Spain) 

Situational Inequality in Stratified Service Consumption Spaces 

 

Nadine Abdalla, The American University in Cairo (Egypt), 

Dina Wahba, Arnold Bergstraesser Institute, Freiburg (Germany) 

Mobilising Ecologies: Affect, Emotions and Community Engagement in Egypt  

 

Tabassum Zaman, BRAC University (Bangladesh) 

The July Movement and the Politics of Emotion in Bangladeshi Political Culture 

 

 

13:30-14:20 Session 7: 

Chair: Miriam Sette 

 

Alicja Bemben, University of Silesia (Poland) 

The King Who Run Away and the Politics of Love 

 

Éva Székely, University of Oradea (Romania) 

The Emotional Politics of Love in Marie de France and Mary Wroth 

 

 

14:30-15:20 Session 8: 

Chair: Alicja Bemben 

 

Lucan S. Parr, The Ohio State University (USA) 

Stoic Women, Patriarchal Worlds: Porcia Catonis and the Limits of Rational Equality 

 

Rosa Sanchez Salgado, University of Amsterdam (Netherlands) 

Invisible Women? Gender and Emotions in European Foreign Policy  

 

 

15:45-17:00 Session 9: 

Chair: Éva Székely 

 

Eira H. Betthell, University of Essex (UK) 

Commanding Emotions: Gendered Perceptions of Leadership in Military Contexts 

 

Beatriz Carbone, Saarland University (Germany) 

Affective Spaces of Protection: Feeling Rules and Migrant Women’s Access to Justice 

in Germany 

 

Geti Faize, University of Ottawa (Canada) 

Survivor's Guilt and Activism Across Borders   


